Mt. Airy Fairgrounds/Veteran's Memorial Park

Mount Airy Fairgrounds

The Virginia-Carolina Fairgrounds, also called the Mount Airy Fairgrounds, held an annual
county fair since the early 1900s. Displays of farm equipment, produce, fruit, baked and canned
goods, handicrafts, art work, farm animals, cattle, horse shows and races, games and
entertainment, educational exhibits and contests were all a part of this popular event. At the
1919 fair, a military exhibit was presented featuring machine and field guns, army shoes, and
war implements used by the Germans along with a huge display of posters explaining the
advantages of being in the Army. Local soldiers were on hand to give demonstrations of the
Browning machine gun along with providing a fireworks show featuring trench rockets, mortars
and star shells. Horse shows became a widely popular, separate event in 1941 and were first
sponsored by the Junior Chamber of Commerce.

Veterans Memorial Park

In 1946, the American Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars joined together to purchase the
36 acre Taylor farm and began to create what is now called Veterans Memorial Park. On July 4,
1947, a grand opening featured a parade with 20 floats, nationally known speakers, war
veterans, county and city officials and a large livestock show. A circus, rodeos, fairs, and
festivals such as the Mount Airy Fiddlers Convention have been held at Veterans Park over the
past 65+ years.

This site, a part of the “Geocaching for History” program, was researched and placed on the
Emily B. Taylor Greenway by the Mount Airy Museum of Regional History in partnership with
Kids in Parks-Track Trails System — Blue Ridge Parkway Foundation, Blue Cross Blue Shield
North Carolina Foundation and the North Carolina Humanities Council. The goal of this program
is to encourage physical activity and exploration of the history of our community.
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1917 Fair Season Ticket

1917 Surry County Fair Premium List
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THE MOUNT AIRY MEWS, August 28th, 1919,

[t. Airy Falf
Grounds ‘-

o o SOPE. At}

The Only Circus That Will be Here This Year

,‘ Rhoda Royal Circus

Trained Wild Animal and id Buffalo Wild West Exhibition —A Hu }
_| Ethnological and Eduational Exhibition., Greater, Mobler and Grander Than Ever &

Before.

See ROYAL'S Famous Herd of Parim-mmg I-..Iej:lhanl: Who Have Delighted = °
the Hearta of Thovsands of Spl:ctutora

3 e

| THE MILITARY HORSE DRILI, A Picturcsque Egquestrian Novelty Intro- |
dm:mg the Famous Royal Black Horse Huzzars,

s -
| FRONTIER DAYS—A Great Wild West Show Full of Thrills, Famous Reugh *
| Riders, Daring Cow Bovs, Cow Girls, Rope Spinners, Lasse Throwers, Champion Trick ‘%

n

and Fanecy Riding. : .

FROF. WHITE'S Famous Troupe of Trained Donkevs, Dogs, Goats, Panies and -
Little Henry that Cute Bucking Mule.

I

!| Two Bands, Free Concert at Noon. Free Open Air Exhibitions on Grounds at 1 and
7 P. M. Performances at 2 and 8 P. M.

| Under Water Prool Tents., 3 Doors Open One Hour Earlier © °

See Bulletin Boards and Hand Bills

Lad: of Space forbids Entire Particulars Covering Thi# Big Enterprise.

Taylor Farm house ) S
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'ESTABLISHED IN 1880 |

NEW RECREATION CENTER FOR AUXILIARIES

:What was once the fashionable farm home of C. W. Taylor has been converted into a recreation
center for the Auxiliaries of the American Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars. Headquarters
- of Veterans Memorial park will also be located in this building.

arly plansfor-Veteran's Memorial Park :
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& rT&gr\“Ek?_‘rﬁ drawing shows how the two veterans' organizations in
'$-. t"."}".‘ﬂylﬁ.r?- the YFW and American Legion, have consolidated in
Prepoiing to build a park as a memorial to the local war dead. To
hg -'lk.l'!?“;_’.’:"—“ Veterans Memorial Park, it is estimated that the de-
¥elopment of the property, known as the C. W. Taylor farm and
Imcqsud on ‘the Faney Gap highway just sutsi

be $100,000. This amount is to be raized by do
public and business concerna,

Onece the developme:
the park weuld be self-functioning from revenue fro

pool, fairs, horse shows and other amusement events.
the park would be open to the publi
needed recreation program here.

de the city limits, wau]d|

y thereby fu
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Horse Show

7/9



Mt. Airy Fairgrounds/Veteran's Memorial Park

Wiygis

F.'.‘j'- I""’I"ﬂ_i:'

M+ a—l-.-,a T.,v £s $1.

FINE HORSE SLATED TO BE AT MOUNT AIRY SHDW

.-a,e-‘

Golden Pr;::mu:, shown abowe with Baymond Coden wp, b slated te oppesr in the Mount Airy Hars

Show at the Fair grounds on Friday and Saturday of this week. Golden Promise, ans af the dutlhl‘ld-i
| img thr'q-gpitld 'F-ur;nrmqrq, in the country, o o Elr [T Dur\ﬂll!r Hopking H.i“l!ﬂlll.ll"_. of Bar-|

'r|.:|ru'|:'|li|:||-_, M, J.

The Mount Airy Horse Show,
which is to be stuped at the fale
grounds heve on Friday and Sat-
nvday of this week pader the aus-
pices of the. Jesse ‘B, Jones Post
of the American Legion, the Mt
Ajry E:'n'nu Club and the Mt
Adry Lions Cluls, promises o be
one of the biggost and beat shows
in North Carelina this year

Denpite the warlime travel ro-
girietions, the management of the
Granite | City show is masored of
over one humdred of the South's
findel show horses in the ffy-
five showing classes, and the
prize maney of more than §2.000
is the largesz tatnl poid by any

show in the state Lo date Lhis
year. s
Four Big Programa

There will be four big pre-
grams, including afternoon  wnd
night shows om both Fridoy and
(Saturday., The afternoon  proe
grams will stnrt ot 2 o'cleck ench
day, while the night events get
underway at 8 o'clock. The show
s bu-]llg slaged under the man-

“[agement of W. 4, ~BilT Dillon,
‘lwell known homseman of Greens-
hara. 3

The Moant Airy show g & ben-

show booklet publizhed. . by the

afbit eveant with all nroeesls Tfrom

the show to be divided E{tl.!:l]]!r -

twesn Lhe Amsrican Red Craoss|

pnd the U, & 0. The refreshment
stund st the opper cnd of the

prandstand will be onder the 1ll-I

roetion of the ladles of the Ordec
of the Eanstern Star,
Large Entry List

The large enkry list alveady in-
cludee  fine horaca from seven
states, with exhibitors from North
Carolina, Soath Carolina, Vir-
ginin, West Vifginia, Tennesses,
Georgia and Alahamn, exproasing
thelr intentions to “hawe their
horras in Mount Airy for the
event,

Of special interest will be @
hors: sale to be held at the sta-
bles at 10 o"clock Saturday masrm-

|'ilug, 1""".- rllq|||:-c ;I.Ihl:l eiall for 2 hon-
ol forr the exhibitors S lae jaeh?
jat the Blus Ridge hotel aftes the

night show on Fridey.
Fifty-Five Clazzes
The two-day show will feature
fifty - five clasams, accopding to
plans outlingd in the 0l = page

Mount Atry Horse Show
Here Today & Saturday.

e

|opan hunters, junior -.'4.'.|'I.’|::|1g.r
horses, local three-gaited ponies,
junior five-paited  hovses,  local
plessure  hoses, green hunters,
novies three-paited howses, local
wilking horses with owners in =ad-
die, thoroagh- and kalf-bred |:'!l.:|Tlt-!
er#, and vombinalion five-gaited |
hior=es, |

The Friday night ghoew featuros
BRUT JMRperE, Junior fine harnoss,
apen children's horsemansbip,
roud hack, open threc.gnited po-
nien, childven's hunters, three-
gaited hovses, Knock down mnd
|out, ladics’ fine harness, rodad-
slais, five - pmiled maves, lulles'
threespaited homes, walking wares
abnel Live-gaibed ntu]]ml'lr. anil geld-
|"||.l":|

The ZBaturday  aflernoon  poee
arzin will =lavw juniar Ligesegaled
horwes, waorking  hunters, three-|
muitel hores, umoteur Civeograiled
alaker ladies” hunters, Lhree-year- |
old walking horses, novice five-|
glben honwes, sowrry, bocal ehil-|
dren's horsemunship, sombingtion |
throe-gaited Ime-. walking atal-)

¥ Al Lernonm
ihow features the following class-
car saddle yearlings, Jocal lndies'
plossurs horses, siddle colts and
fillies. Indies” fve - palted horses,

o k. sra bl
-mmts“. 3 L aam Lo .

te  become hunters, pony mne..
amateur threegaited stalie, aml
hunter stake, |

Tha final program on Saturda
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