Museum plans events for Teacher Day

The Mount Airy Museum of Regional History is holding a Teacher Appreciation Day on
Wednesday. The museum is inviting all educators to come and explore the museum and the
four programs they have to offer to students, next week, free of admission. Matt Edwards,
museum executive director, said student attendance at the museum has slipped in recent
years. “This is our way of reaching and reconnecting with the schools and educators,” he said.

1/3

Museum plans events for Teacher Day

Edwards hopes that the educators see that the museum can offer a valuable addition to their
classroom learning. “We know we offer a great product for kids,” said Edwards. “Our exhibits
tell the same story as a museum in Raleigh, only it’s closer to home and more locally focused. It
offers a great resource to Surry and surrounding counties,” said Edwards.

The event will be held from 2-5 p.m., with a drawing for door prizes at 4:30 p.m. for registered
attendees. Edwards added that docents would be on hand at each exhibit to answer any
questions about the exhibit or the four programs the museum currently offers. Those four
programs are Moravian Christmas Traditions, A Country Family Goes to Town, Journey
Through The Carolinas and Meet Me at Wigwam: A Native American Experience.

Moravian Christmas Traditions: Learn about the Moravian Christmas traditions first brought to
this area by the early settlers along the Great Wagon Road in the 1750s. Many of these
traditions continue today in the Moravian Church, and in the community as a whole. Topics
covered include the “Love Feast,” ornaments, and candlemaking. These tours will be offered
ONLY during the first two weeks of December. (One hour and thirty minutes) A craft/materials
fee of $5 applies. Group size is 50 students.

A Country Family Goes To Town: Join a rural family as they head into town to visit the
blacksmith shop and general store. Decide what things you hope to bring home. Barter eggs
and butter with the storekeeper. Sample a stick of candy, learn to shoot marbles (and take them
home with you) and catch up on the community news. (1 1/2 hours.) A craft/materials fee of $5
per student applies to this program. Group size limited to 50 students.

Journey Through The Carolinas: Join a pioneer family as they travel down the Great
Philadelphia Wagon Road to the Hollows in Surry County. Select the items to take on your
journey to survive in your new wilderness home as you help pack the wagon for the trip. Visit
the family’s new log cabin home. Talk about the chores the children would have been
responsible for and then make a corn husk doll like the ones back country children would have
played with. (One hour and thirty minutes.) A craft/materials fee of $5 per student applies to this
program. Group size is limited to 40 students.

Meet Me At The Wigwam: A Native American Experience: View a typical Southeastern Native
American dwelling as you learn about the culture of the Sauras, the Native Americans who
inhabited this region. View the types of items inside and outside of their bark hut, and discuss
the importance of these items for everyday use. Participate in games the children played, listen
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to stories and legends the Eastern Woodland Native Americans would tell their children and
sing Native American songs. Create a Native American craft and taste traditional Native
American foods such as popcorn, beef jerky, and raisins. (Two hours) A craft/materials fee of
$5.00 per student applies to this program. Maximum group size is 50 students.

Reach Eva Queen at (336) 415-4739.
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